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SECTION 1 Identification of the substance / mixture and of the company / undertaking

Product Identifier

Product name BORIC ACID

Chemical Name boric acid

Synonyms

B-H3-O3; B(OH)3; boracic acid; Borofax; hydrogen borate; orthoboric acid; trioxoboric (III) acid; trihydrooxidoboron; trihydroxyborane; component
of Aci-Jel; boron hydroxide; boron trihydroxide; NCI-C56417; Borsaure; Homberg's salt; Boorzuur; Sassolite; Optibor; APS TECH00005138
BP00004219 AR00000101; UL00000942 UL00000102 TECH00000934; Redox BOACID70; boric acid; orthoboric acid Prod.
Code:10058-27409&c; boric acid gel [CAS RN: 41685-84-1]

Chemical formula B-H3-O3|(C10H12BNO3)x

Other means of identification Not Available

CAS number 10043-35-3

Relevant identified uses of the substance or mixture and uses advised against

Relevant identified uses

Used for weatherproofing and fireproofing fabrics; as a preservative; manufacture of cements, crockery, porcelain, enamels, glass, borates,
leather, carpets, hats, soaps, artificial gems; in nickel plating baths. The primary industrial use of boric acid is in the manufacture of monofilament
fiberglass usually referred to as textile fiberglass. Textile fiberglass is used to reinforce plastics in applications that range from boats, to industrial
piping to computer circuit boards. Also used in the manufacture of cosmetics; ointments and eye washes; printing and dyeing, photography; for
impregnating wicks; hardening steel; in welding flux and copper brazing. Insecticide for cockroaches and carpet beetles; fungus control for citrus
fruits. Boric acid also prevents and destroys existing wet and dry rot in timbers. It can be used in combination with an ethylene glycol carrier to
treat external wood against fungal and insect attack. It is possible to buy borate-impregnated rods for insertion into wood via drill holes where
dampness and moisture is known to collect and sit. It is available in a gel form and injectable paste form for treating rot affected wood without the
need to replace the timber. Concentrates of borate-based treatments can be used to prevent slime, mycelium, and algae growth, even in marine
environments. Boric acid is added to salt in the curing of cattle hides, calfskins, and sheepskins. This helps to control bacteria development, and
helps to control insects. Colloidal suspensions of nanoparticles of boric acid dissolved in petroleum or vegetable oil can form a lubricant on
ceramic or metal surfaces with a coefficient of sliding friction that decreases with increasing pressure to a value ranging from 0.10 to 0.02.
Self-lubricating H3BO3 films result from a spontaneous chemical reaction between water molecules and B2O3 coatings in a humid environment.
In bulk-scale, an inverse relationship exists between friction coefficient and Hertzian contact pressure induced by applied load. Boron is used in
pyrotechnics to prevent the amide-forming reaction between aluminum and nitrates. A small amount of boric acid is added to the composition to
neutralize alkaline amides that can react with the aluminum. Boric acid is used in nuclear power plants as a neutron poison to slow down the rate
at which fission is occurring. Natural boron is 20% boron-10 and about 80% boron-11. Boron-10 has a high cross-section for absorption of low
energy (thermal) neutrons. By adding more boric acid to the reactor coolant which circulates through the reactor, the probability that a neutron
can survive to cause fission is reduced. Therefore, changes in boric acid concentration effectively regulate the rate of fission taking place in the
reactor. This method is only used in pressurized water reactors (PWRs)

Details of the supplier of the safety data sheet

Registered company name ALPHA CHEMICALS PTY LTD

Address 4 ALLEN PLACE WETHERILL PARK NSW 2099 Australia

Telephone 61 (0)2 9982 4622

Fax Not Available

Website

Email shane@alphachem.com.au

Emergency telephone number

Association / Organisation ALPHA CHEMICALS PTY LTD

Emergency telephone
numbers

61 (0)418 237 771

Other emergency telephone
numbers

Not Available

SECTION 2 Hazards identification

Classification of the substance or mixture

HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL. NON-DANGEROUS GOODS. According to the WHS Regulations and the ADG Code.

ChemWatch Hazard Ratings

~
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MaxMin

Flammability 0

Toxicity 1  

Body Contact 1  

Reactivity 0

Chronic 3  

0 = Minimum
1 = Low
2 = Moderate
3 = High
4 = Extreme

Poisons Schedule S5

Classification [1] Reproductive Toxicity Category 1B

Legend: 1. Classified by Chemwatch; 2. Classification drawn from HCIS; 3. Classification drawn from Regulation (EU) No 1272/2008 - Annex VI

Label elements

Hazard pictogram(s)

Signal word Danger

Hazard statement(s)

H360FD May damage fertility. May damage the unborn child.

Precautionary statement(s) Prevention

P201 Obtain special instructions before use.

P280 Wear protective gloves and protective clothing.

Precautionary statement(s) Response

P308+P313 IF exposed or concerned: Get medical advice/ attention.

Precautionary statement(s) Storage

P405 Store locked up.

Precautionary statement(s) Disposal

P501 Dispose of contents/container to authorised hazardous or special waste collection point in accordance with any local regulation.

SECTION 3 Composition / information on ingredients

Substances

CAS No %[weight] Name

10043-35-3 >99

Legend: 1. Classified by Chemwatch; 2. Classification drawn from HCIS; 3. Classification drawn from Regulation (EU) No 1272/2008 - Annex VI; 4. Classification drawn from C&L;
* EU IOELVs available

Mixtures

See section above for composition of Substances

SECTION 4 First aid measures

Description of first aid measures

Eye Contact

If this product comes in contact with the eyes: 
Wash out immediately with fresh running water. 
Ensure complete irrigation of the eye by keeping eyelids apart and away from eye and moving the eyelids by occasionally lifting the upper
and lower lids. 
Seek medical attention without delay; if pain persists or recurs seek medical attention. 
Removal of contact lenses after an eye injury should only be undertaken by skilled personnel. 

Skin Contact
If skin or hair contact occurs:

Flush skin and hair with running water (and soap if available). 
Seek medical attention in event of irritation. 

Inhalation

If fumes or combustion products are inhaled remove from contaminated area. 
Lay patient down. Keep warm and rested. 
Prostheses such as false teeth, which may block airway, should be removed, where possible, prior to initiating first aid procedures. 
Apply artificial respiration if not breathing, preferably with a demand valve resuscitator, bag-valve mask device, or pocket mask as trained.
Perform CPR if necessary. 
Transport to hospital, or doctor. 

Ingestion

If swallowed do NOT induce vomiting. 
If vomiting occurs, lean patient forward or place on left side (head-down position, if possible) to maintain open airway and prevent aspiration. 
Observe the patient carefully. 
Never give liquid to a person showing signs of being sleepy or with reduced awareness; i.e. becoming unconscious. 
Give water to rinse out mouth, then provide liquid slowly and as much as casualty can comfortably drink. 

boric acid
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Seek medical advice. 

Indication of any immediate medical attention and special treatment needed

The material may induce methaemoglobinaemia following exposure.
Initial attention should be directed at oxygen delivery and assisted ventilation if necessary. Hyperbaric oxygen has not demonstrated substantial benefits. 
Hypotension should respond to Trendelenburg's position and intravenous fluids; otherwise dopamine may be needed. 
Symptomatic patients with methaemoglobin levels over 30% should receive methylene blue. (Cyanosis, alone, is not an indication for treatment). The usual dose is 1-2 mg/kg of a
1% solution (10 mg/ml) IV over 50 minutes; repeat, using the same dose, if symptoms of hypoxia fail to subside within 1 hour. 
Thorough cleansing of the entire contaminated area of the body, including the scalp and nails, is of utmost importance. 

BIOLOGICAL EXPOSURE INDEX - BEI
These represent the determinants observed in specimens collected from a healthy worker exposed at the Exposure Standard (ES or TLV):
Determinant Index Sampling Time Comment
1. Methaemoglobin in blood 1.5% of haemoglobin During or end of shift B, NS, SQ
B: Background levels occur in specimens collected from subjects NOT exposed
NS: Non-specific determinant; also observed after exposure to other materials
SQ: Semi-quantitative determinant - Interpretation may be ambiguous; should be used as a screening test or confirmatory test.
For acute or repeated short term exposures to boron and its compounds:

Nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea and epigastric pain, haematemesis and blue-green discolouration of both faeces and vomitus characterise adult boron intoxication. 
Access and correct any abnormalities found in airway and circulation. 
A tidal volume of 10-15 mg/kg should be maintained. 
Emesis should be induced unless the patient is in coma, is experiencing seizures or has lost the gag reflex.  If any of these are present, gastric lavage should be performed with a
large-bore tube after endotracheal intubation or in the presence of continuous respiratory action. 
Activated charcoal is probably not of value though its use might be indicated following gastric evacuation.  Catharsis might be useful to eliminate any borates remaining in the
gastro-intestinal tract (magnesium sulfate: adults, 30 gms: children 250 mg/kg). 
Peritoneal dialysis and haemodialysis remove some borates. 

[Ellenhorn and Barceloux: Medical Toxicology]

SECTION 5 Firefighting measures

Extinguishing media

There is no restriction on the type of extinguisher which may be used. 
Use extinguishing media suitable for surrounding area. 

Special hazards arising from the substrate or mixture

Fire Incompatibility None known.

Advice for firefighters

Fire Fighting

Alert Fire Brigade and tell them location and nature of hazard. 
Wear breathing apparatus plus protective gloves in the event of a fire. 
Prevent, by any means available, spillage from entering drains or water courses. 
Use fire fighting procedures suitable for surrounding area. 
DO NOT approach containers suspected to be hot. 
Cool fire exposed containers with water spray from a protected location. 
If safe to do so, remove containers from path of fire. 
Equipment should be thoroughly decontaminated after use. 

Fire/Explosion Hazard

Is a fire retardant.
Non combustible. 
Not considered a significant fire risk, however containers may burn. 

May emit poisonous fumes.

HAZCHEM Not Applicable

SECTION 6 Accidental release measures

Personal precautions, protective equipment and emergency procedures

See section 8

Environmental precautions

See section 12

Methods and material for containment and cleaning up

Minor Spills

Remove all ignition sources. 
Clean up all spills immediately. 
Avoid contact with skin and eyes. 
Control personal contact with the substance, by using protective equipment. 
Use dry clean up procedures and avoid generating dust. 
Place in a suitable, labelled container for waste disposal. 

Major Spills

Moderate hazard.
CAUTION: Advise personnel in area. 
Alert Emergency Services and tell them location and nature of hazard. 
Control personal contact by wearing protective clothing. 
Prevent, by any means available, spillage from entering drains or water courses. 
Recover product wherever possible. 
IF DRY: Use dry clean up procedures and avoid generating dust.  Collect residues and place in sealed plastic bags or other containers for
disposal. 

Personal Protective Equipment advice is contained in Section 8 of the SDS.

SECTION 7 Handling and storage
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Precautions for safe handling

Safe handling

Avoid all personal contact, including inhalation. 
Wear protective clothing when risk of exposure occurs. 
Use in a well-ventilated area. 
Prevent concentration in hollows and sumps. 
DO NOT enter confined spaces until atmosphere has been checked. 
DO NOT allow material to contact humans, exposed food or food utensils. 
Avoid contact with incompatible materials. 
When handling, DO NOT eat, drink or smoke. 

Other information

Store in original containers. 
Keep containers securely sealed. 
Store in a cool, dry area protected from environmental extremes. 
Store away from incompatible materials and foodstuff containers. 
Protect containers against physical damage and check regularly for leaks. 
Observe manufacturer's storage and handling recommendations contained within this SDS.

For major quantities:
Consider storage in bunded  areas - ensure storage areas are isolated from sources of community water (including stormwater, ground
water, lakes and streams}. 
Ensure that accidental discharge to air or water is the subject of a contingency disaster management plan; this may require consultation with
local authorities. 

Conditions for safe storage, including any incompatibilities

Suitable container

for boric acid:
Storage bins should have a 60-degree sloping cone bottom with a provision to prevent the entry of water.
For DRY storage:

Plastic drum 
Polyethylene or polypropylene container 
Steel drum 
Aluminium drum 

For MOIST conditions:
Stainless steel drum 
Polyethylene or polypropylene container. 
Check all containers are clearly labelled and free from leaks. 

Storage incompatibility

Boric acid:
is a weak acid 
is incompatible with alkali carbonates, hydroxides (forming borate salts), strong reducing agents and alkali metals 
reacts violently with potassium metal 
forms heat-sensitive explosive compound on contact with acetic anhydride 
Segregate from alcohol, water. 
Avoid strong bases. 

SECTION 8 Exposure controls / personal protection

Control parameters

Occupational Exposure Limits (OEL)

INGREDIENT DATA

Not Available

Emergency Limits

Ingredient TEEL-1 TEEL-2 TEEL-3

boric acid 6 mg/m3 23 mg/m3 830 mg/m3

Ingredient Original IDLH Revised IDLH

boric acid Not Available Not Available

Exposure controls

Appropriate engineering
controls

Engineering controls are used to remove a hazard or place a barrier between the worker and the hazard. Well-designed engineering controls can
be highly effective in protecting workers and will typically be independent of worker interactions to provide this high level of protection.
The basic types of engineering controls are:
Process controls which involve changing the way a job activity or process is done to reduce the risk.
Enclosure and/or isolation of emission source which keeps a selected hazard "physically" away from the worker and ventilation that strategically
"adds" and "removes" air in the work environment. Ventilation can remove or dilute an air contaminant if designed properly. The design of a
ventilation system must match the particular process and chemical or contaminant in use.
Employers may need to use multiple types of controls to prevent employee overexposure.

Local exhaust ventilation usually required.

Personal protection

Eye and face protection

Safety glasses with side shields
Chemical goggles.
Contact lenses may pose a special hazard; soft contact lenses may absorb and concentrate irritants. A written policy document, describing
the wearing of lenses or restrictions on use, should be created for each workplace or task. This should include a review of lens absorption
and adsorption for the class of chemicals in use and an account of injury experience. Medical and first-aid personnel should be trained in
their removal and suitable equipment should be readily available. In the event of chemical exposure, begin eye irrigation immediately and
remove contact lens as soon as practicable. Lens should be removed at the first signs of eye redness or irritation - lens should be removed in
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a clean environment only after workers have washed hands thoroughly. [CDC NIOSH Current Intelligence Bulletin 59], [AS/NZS 1336 or
national equivalent]

Skin protection See Hand protection below

Hands/feet protection

The selection of suitable gloves does not only depend on the material, but also on further marks of quality which vary from manufacturer to
manufacturer. Where the chemical is a preparation of several substances, the resistance of the glove material can not be calculated in advance
and has therefore to be checked prior to the application.
The exact break through time for substances has to be obtained from the manufacturer of the protective gloves and has to be observed when
making a final choice.
Personal hygiene is a key element of effective hand care. Gloves must only be worn on clean hands. After using gloves, hands should be
washed and dried thoroughly. Application of a non-perfumed moisturiser is recommended.
Suitability and durability of glove type is dependent on usage.
Experience indicates that the following polymers are suitable as glove materials for protection against undissolved, dry solids, where abrasive
particles are not present.

polychloroprene.
nitrile rubber.
butyl rubber.
fluorocaoutchouc.
polyvinyl chloride.

Gloves should be examined for wear and/ or degradation constantly.

Body protection See Other protection below

Other protection

Overalls. 
P.V.C apron. 
Barrier cream. 
Skin cleansing cream. 
Eye wash unit. 

Recommended material(s)

GLOVE SELECTION INDEX

Glove selection is based on a modified presentation of the:
 "Forsberg Clothing Performance Index".
 The effect(s) of the following substance(s) are taken into account in the  computer-
generated selection:          
BORIC ACID

Material CPI

BUTYL A

NEOPRENE A

NITRILE A

VITON A

* CPI - Chemwatch Performance Index
A: Best Selection
B: Satisfactory; may degrade after 4 hours continuous immersion
C: Poor to Dangerous Choice for other than short term immersion
NOTE: As a series of factors will influence the actual performance of the glove, a final
selection must be based on detailed observation. -
* Where the glove is to be used on a short term, casual or infrequent basis, factors such
as "feel" or convenience (e.g. disposability), may dictate a choice of gloves which might
otherwise be unsuitable following long-term or frequent use. A qualified practitioner
should be consulted.

Respiratory protection

Particulate. (AS/NZS 1716 & 1715, EN 143:2000 & 149:001, ANSI Z88 or national
equivalent)

Required Minimum
Protection Factor

Half-Face
Respirator

Full-Face
Respirator

Powered Air
Respirator

up to 10 x ES
P1
Air-line*

-
-

PAPR-P1
-

up to 50 x ES Air-line** P2 PAPR-P2

up to 100 x ES - P3 -

Air-line* -

100+ x ES - Air-line** PAPR-P3

* - Negative pressure demand  ** - Continuous flow
A(All classes) = Organic vapours, B AUS or B1 = Acid gasses, B2 = Acid gas or
hydrogen cyanide(HCN), B3 = Acid gas or hydrogen cyanide(HCN), E = Sulfur
dioxide(SO2), G = Agricultural chemicals, K = Ammonia(NH3), Hg = Mercury, NO =
Oxides of nitrogen, MB = Methyl bromide, AX = Low boiling point organic
compounds(below 65 degC)

·         Respirators may be necessary when engineering and administrative controls do
not adequately prevent exposures.
·         The decision to use respiratory protection should be based on professional
judgment that takes into account toxicity information, exposure measurement data, and
frequency and likelihood of the worker's exposure - ensure users are not subject to high
thermal loads which may result in heat stress or distress due to personal protective
equipment (powered, positive flow, full face apparatus may be an option).
·         Published occupational exposure limits, where they exist, will assist in determining
the adequacy of the selected respiratory protection. These may be government
mandated or vendor recommended.
·         Certified respirators will be useful for protecting workers from inhalation of
particulates when properly selected and fit tested as part of a complete respiratory
protection program.
·         Where protection from nuisance  levels of dusts are desired, use type N95 (US) or
type P1 (EN143) dust masks. Use respirators and components tested and approved
under appropriate government standards such as NIOSH (US) or CEN (EU) 
·         Use approved positive flow mask if significant quantities of dust becomes airborne.
·         Try to avoid creating dust conditions.

SECTION 9 Physical and chemical properties

Information on basic physical and chemical properties

Appearance

Colourless, odourless, transparent crystals, or white granules or powder; mixes with water, glycerol, ether, alcohol, methanol, liquid ammonia;
slightly soluble in acetone. Boric acid is a weak acid. Loses chemically combined water upon heating, forming: metaboric acid (HBO2) @
100-105 deg.C pyroboric acid (H2-B4-O7) @ 140-160 deg.C and boric anhydride (B2-O3) at higher temperatures. Solubility in water @ 30 deg.C:
6.35 g/100 cc; @ 100 deg.C: 27.6 g/100 cc.

Physical state Divided Solid Relative density (Water = 1) 1.44-1.5128

Odour Not Available
Partition coefficient n-octanol

/ water
Not Available

Odour threshold Not Available Auto-ignition temperature (°C) Not Available

pH (as supplied) 3.9 @ 4% 20 degC Decomposition temperature 169
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Melting point / freezing point
(°C)

169 (decomposes) Viscosity (cSt) Not Applicable

Initial boiling point and boiling
range (°C)

Not Applicable Molecular weight (g/mol) 61.83

Flash point (°C) Non flammable Taste Not Available

Evaporation rate Not Applicable Explosive properties Not Available

Flammability Non flammable Oxidising properties Not Available

Upper Explosive Limit (%) Not Applicable
Surface Tension (dyn/cm or

mN/m)
Not Applicable

Lower Explosive Limit (%) Not Applicable Volatile Component (%vol) Not Applicable

Vapour pressure (kPa) Not Applicable Gas group Not Available

Solubility in water Miscible pH as a solution (%) 5.2 @ 20 C

Vapour density (Air = 1) Not Applicable VOC g/L Not Available

SECTION 10 Stability and reactivity

Reactivity See section 7

Chemical stability
Unstable in the presence of incompatible materials.
Product is considered stable.
Hazardous polymerisation will not occur.

Possibility of hazardous
reactions

See section 7

Conditions to avoid See section 7

Incompatible materials See section 7

Hazardous decomposition
products

See section 5

SECTION 11 Toxicological information

Information on toxicological effects

Inhaled

The material is not thought to produce respiratory irritation (as classified by EC Directives using animal models). Nevertheless inhalation of dusts,
or fumes, especially for prolonged periods, may produce respiratory discomfort and occasionally, distress.
Persons with impaired respiratory function, airway diseases and conditions such as emphysema or chronic bronchitis, may incur further disability
if excessive concentrations of particulate are inhaled.
If prior damage to the circulatory or nervous systems has occurred or if kidney damage has been sustained, proper screenings should be
conducted on individuals who may be exposed to further risk if handling and use of the material result
in excessive exposures.

Borates may act as simple airway irritants. Dryness of the mouth, nose or throat, dry cough, nose bleeds, sore throat, productive cough,
shortness of breath, chest tightness and difficulty breathing were related to higher dose long term exposures.
Inhalation of vapours or aerosols (mists, fumes), generated by the material during the course of normal handling, may be damaging to the health
of the individual.
Inhalation of small amounts of dust or fume over long periods may cause poisoning.

Ingestion

Accidental ingestion of the material may be damaging to the health of the individual.
The substance and/or its metabolites may bind to haemoglobin inhibiting normal uptake of oxygen. This condition, known as
"methaemoglobinemia", is a form of oxygen starvation (anoxia).
 Symptoms include cyanosis (a bluish discolouration skin and mucous membranes) and breathing difficulties. Symptoms may not be evident until
several hours after exposure.
 At about 15% concentration of blood methaemoglobin there is observable cyanosis of the lips, nose and earlobes. Symptoms may be absent
although euphoria, flushed face and headache are commonly experienced. At 25-40%, cyanosis is marked but little disability occurs other than
that produced on physical exertion. At 40-60%, symptoms include weakness, dizziness, lightheadedness, increasingly severe headache, ataxia,
rapid shallow respiration, drowsiness, nausea, vomiting, confusion, lethargy and stupor.
Borate poisoning causes nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea and pain in the upper abdomen. Often persistent vomiting occurs, and there may be blood
in the faeces.
Ingestion or skin absorption of boric acid causes nausea, abdominal pain, diarrhoea and profuse vomiting which may be blood stained,
headache, weakness, reddened lesions on the skin. In severe cases, it may cause shock, with fall in blood pressure, increase in heart rate, blue
skin colour, brain and nervous irritation, reduced urine volume or even absence of urine.

Skin Contact

The material is not thought to produce adverse health effects or skin irritation following contact (as classified by EC Directives using animal
models). Nevertheless, good hygiene practice requires that exposure be kept to a minimum and that suitable gloves be used in an occupational
setting.
Boric acid is not absorbed via intact skin but absorbed on broken or inflamed skin.
Irritation and skin reactions are possible with sensitive skin
Open cuts, abraded or irritated skin should not be exposed to this material
Entry into the blood-stream, through, for example, cuts, abrasions or lesions, may produce systemic injury with harmful effects. Examine the skin
prior to the use of the material and ensure that any external damage is suitably protected.

Eye
Although the material is not thought to be an irritant (as classified by EC Directives), direct contact with the eye may cause transient discomfort
characterised by tearing or conjunctival redness (as with windburn). Slight abrasive damage may also result.

Chronic

Ample evidence exists from experimentation that reduced human fertility is directly caused by exposure to the material.
Ample evidence exists, from results in experimentation, that developmental disorders are directly caused by human exposure to the material.
Substance accumulation, in the human body, may occur and may cause some concern following repeated or long-term occupational exposure.
Long term exposure to high dust concentrations may cause changes in lung function i.e. pneumoconiosis, caused by particles less than 0.5
micron penetrating and remaining in the lung.
Chronic boric acid poisoning is characterized by mild gastrointestinal irritation, loss of appetite, disturbed digestion, nausea, possibly vomiting
and a hard irregular and discoloured rash. Dryness of skin, reddening of tongue, loss of hair, inflammation of conjunctiva, and kidney injury have
also been reported.
Borate can accumulate in the testes and deplete germ cells and cause withering of the testicles, according to animal testing. Hair loss, skin
inflammation, stomach ulcer and anaemia can all occur.
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Legend:  – Data either not available or does not fill the criteria for classification
 – Data available to make classification

boric acid

TOXICITY IRRITATION

Dermal (rabbit) LD50: >2000 mg/kg[1] Eye: no adverse effect observed (not irritating)[1]

Inhalation(Rat) LC50; >2.12 mg/l4h[1] Skin (human): 15 mg/3d -I- mild

Oral(Rat) LD50; >2600 mg/kg[1] Skin: no adverse effect observed (not irritating)[1]

Legend: 1. Value obtained from Europe ECHA Registered Substances - Acute toxicity 2.* Value obtained from manufacturer's SDS.  Unless otherwise
specified data extracted from RTECS - Register of Toxic Effect of chemical Substances

BORIC ACID
The material may cause skin irritation after prolonged or repeated exposure and may produce on contact skin redness, swelling, the production of
vesicles, scaling and thickening of the skin.

Acute Toxicity Carcinogenicity

Skin Irritation/Corrosion Reproductivity

Serious Eye Damage/Irritation STOT - Single Exposure

Respiratory or Skin
sensitisation

STOT - Repeated Exposure

Mutagenicity Aspiration Hazard

SECTION 12 Ecological information

Toxicity

boric acid

Endpoint Test Duration (hr) Species Value Source

EC50 72h Algae or other aquatic plants 40.2mg/l 2

LC50 96h Fish 70-80mg/l 4

EC50 48h Crustacea 230mg/L 5

NOEC(ECx) 576h Fish 0.001mg/L 5

BCF 672h Fish <3.2 7

EC50 96h Algae or other aquatic plants 15.4mg/l 2

Legend: Extracted from 1. IUCLID Toxicity Data 2. Europe ECHA Registered Substances - Ecotoxicological Information - Aquatic Toxicity 3. EPIWIN Suite
V3.12 (QSAR) - Aquatic Toxicity Data (Estimated) 4. US EPA, Ecotox database - Aquatic Toxicity Data 5. ECETOC Aquatic Hazard Assessment
Data 6. NITE (Japan) - Bioconcentration Data 7. METI (Japan) - Bioconcentration Data 8. Vendor Data

for Boron and Borates:
Environmental Fate - Boron is generally found in nature bound to oxygen and is never found as the free element. As an element, boron itself cannot be degraded in the environment,
however; it may undergo various reactions that change the form of boron (e.g., precipitation, polymerization, and acid-base reactions) depending on conditions such as its
concentration in water and pH. As boron is a natural component of the environment, individuals will have some exposure from foods and drinking water.
Atmospheric Fate: Atmospheric boron may be in the form of particulate matter or aerosols as borides, boron oxides, borates, borates, organoboron compounds, trihalide boron
compounds, or borazines. Boron and borates will probably be removed from the atmosphere by precipitation and dry deposition. The half-life of airborne particles is usually on the
order of days, depending on the size of the particle and atmospheric conditions.
Aquatic Fate: Borates are relatively soluble in water. Boron readily hydrolyses in water and, in concentrated solutions, may polymerize.
DO NOT discharge into sewer or waterways.

Persistence and degradability

Ingredient Persistence: Water/Soil Persistence: Air

boric acid LOW LOW

Bioaccumulative potential

Ingredient Bioaccumulation

boric acid LOW (BCF = 0)

Mobility in soil

Ingredient Mobility

boric acid LOW (KOC = 35.04)

SECTION 13 Disposal considerations

Waste treatment methods

Product / Packaging disposal

Containers may still present a chemical hazard/ danger when empty. 
Return to supplier for reuse/ recycling if possible. 

Otherwise:
If container can not be cleaned sufficiently well to ensure that residuals do not remain or if the container cannot be used to store the same
product, then puncture containers, to prevent re-use, and bury at an authorised landfill. 
Where possible retain label warnings and SDS and observe all notices pertaining to the product. 

Legislation addressing waste disposal requirements may differ by country, state and/ or territory. Each user must refer to laws operating in their
area. In some areas, certain wastes must be tracked.
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A Hierarchy of Controls seems to be common - the user should investigate:
Reduction 
Reuse 
Recycling 
Disposal (if all else fails) 

This material may be recycled if unused, or if it has not been contaminated so as to make it unsuitable for its intended use. Shelf life
considerations should also be applied in making decisions of this type. Note that properties of a material may change in use, and recycling or
reuse may not always be appropriate. In most instances the supplier of the material should be consulted.

DO NOT allow wash water from cleaning or process equipment to enter drains. 
It may be necessary to collect all wash water for treatment before disposal. 
In all cases disposal to sewer may be subject to local laws and regulations and these should be considered first. 
Where in doubt contact the responsible authority. 
Recycle wherever possible or consult manufacturer for recycling options. 
Consult State Land Waste Management Authority for disposal. 
Bury residue in an authorised landfill. 
Recycle containers if possible, or dispose of in an authorised landfill. 

SECTION 14 Transport information

Labels Required

Marine Pollutant NO

HAZCHEM Not Applicable

Land transport (ADG): NOT REGULATED FOR TRANSPORT OF DANGEROUS GOODS

Air transport (ICAO-IATA / DGR): NOT REGULATED FOR TRANSPORT OF DANGEROUS GOODS

Sea transport (IMDG-Code / GGVSee): NOT REGULATED FOR TRANSPORT OF DANGEROUS GOODS

Transport in bulk according to Annex II of MARPOL and the IBC code

Not Applicable

Transport in bulk in accordance with MARPOL Annex V and the IMSBC Code

Product name Group

boric acid Not Available

Transport in bulk in accordance with the ICG Code

Product name Ship Type

boric acid Not Available

SECTION 15 Regulatory information

Safety, health and environmental regulations / legislation specific for the substance or mixture

boric acid is found on the following regulatory lists

Australia Hazardous Chemical Information System (HCIS) - Hazardous Chemicals

Australia Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Medicines and Poisons (SUSMP) -
Schedule 4

Australia Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Medicines and Poisons (SUSMP) -
Schedule 5

Australian Inventory of Industrial Chemicals (AIIC)

Chemical Footprint Project - Chemicals of High Concern List

National Inventory Status

National Inventory Status

Australia - AIIC / Australia
Non-Industrial Use

Yes

Canada -  DSL Yes

Canada - NDSL No (boric acid)

China - IECSC Yes

Europe - EINEC / ELINCS / NLP Yes

Japan - ENCS Yes

Korea - KECI Yes

New Zealand - NZIoC Yes

Philippines - PICCS Yes

USA - TSCA Yes

Taiwan - TCSI Yes

Mexico - INSQ Yes

Vietnam - NCI Yes

Russia - FBEPH Yes

Legend:
Yes = All CAS declared ingredients are on the inventory
No = One or more of the CAS listed ingredients are not on the inventory and are not exempt from listing(see specific ingredients in brackets)

SECTION 16 Other information
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Revision Date 03/09/2020

Initial Date 22/01/2006

SDS Version Summary

Version Date of Update Sections Updated

9.1.1.1 24/01/2016 Synonyms

10.1.1.1 03/09/2020 Expiration. Review and Update

10.1.2.1 26/04/2021 Regulation Change

10.1.3.1 03/05/2021 Regulation Change

10.1.4.1 06/05/2021 Regulation Change

10.1.5.1 10/05/2021 Regulation Change

10.1.5.2 30/05/2021 Template Change

10.1.5.3 04/06/2021 Template Change

10.1.5.4 05/06/2021 Template Change

10.1.6.4 07/06/2021 Regulation Change

10.1.6.5 09/06/2021 Template Change

10.1.6.6 11/06/2021 Template Change

10.1.6.7 15/06/2021 Template Change

10.1.7.7 17/06/2021 Regulation Change

10.1.8.7 21/06/2021 Regulation Change

Other information

Classification of the preparation and its individual components has drawn on official and authoritative sources as well as independent review by the Chemwatch Classification
committee using available literature references.

The SDS is a Hazard Communication tool and should be used to assist in the Risk Assessment. Many factors determine whether the reported Hazards are Risks in the workplace or
other settings. Risks may be determined by reference to Exposures Scenarios. Scale of use, frequency of use and current or available engineering controls must be considered.

Definitions and abbreviations

PC－TWA: Permissible Concentration-Time Weighted Average
PC－STEL: Permissible Concentration-Short Term Exposure Limit
IARC: International Agency for Research on Cancer
ACGIH: American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists
STEL: Short Term Exposure Limit
TEEL: Temporary Emergency Exposure Limit。
IDLH: Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health Concentrations
ES: Exposure Standard
OSF: Odour Safety Factor
NOAEL :No Observed Adverse Effect Level
LOAEL: Lowest Observed Adverse Effect Level
TLV: Threshold Limit Value
LOD: Limit Of Detection
OTV: Odour Threshold Value
BCF: BioConcentration Factors
BEI: Biological Exposure Index
AIIC: Australian Inventory of Industrial Chemicals
DSL: Domestic Substances List
NDSL: Non-Domestic Substances List
IECSC: Inventory of Existing Chemical Substance in China
EINECS: European INventory of Existing Commercial chemical Substances
ELINCS: European List of Notified Chemical Substances
NLP: No-Longer Polymers
ENCS: Existing and New Chemical Substances Inventory
KECI: Korea Existing Chemicals Inventory
NZIoC: New Zealand Inventory of Chemicals
PICCS: Philippine Inventory of Chemicals and Chemical Substances
TSCA: Toxic Substances Control Act
TCSI: Taiwan Chemical Substance Inventory
INSQ: Inventario Nacional de Sustancias Químicas
NCI: National Chemical Inventory
FBEPH: Russian Register of Potentially Hazardous Chemical and Biological Substances

This document is copyright.
Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, review or criticism, as permitted under the Copyright Act, no part may be reproduced by any process without
written permission from CHEMWATCH.
TEL (+61 3) 9572 4700.
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